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FOREWORD

Dear children of God: Greetings to you
in the most precious Name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Trust all is well with you
by the grace of God.

This book of testimonies of people
whose lives were transformed by the power
of the Holy Spirit is being published by sister
Grace Vijaya in memory of her dear husband
late Dr. Sundara Rao Tsappidi who went to be with the Lord recently.
She has been doing yeomen service to edify the readers for many
years by publishing books of the testimonies of lives changed by
the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ . It is noteworthy to see the
testimonies of a number of non-christians becoming disciples of
Jesus Christ.

Testimonies are so important for people that God included
a whole chapter of them in Hebrews 11 for us to be challenged
and follow their example.

Testimonies are great in that they have a ripple effect
because the non-believing readers who are saved by them will
naturally make their non-believing relatives and friends read them
as well and become disciples of Jesus Christ. This process will go
on and on to bring many into the fold of God. Only Eternity will
tell how many became believers in Christ by these books.

In closing | thank God and my sister Mrs. Grace Vijaya
Tsappidi for giving me the blessing of writing this foreword. May
God continue to give her good health and long life to compile
more and more such testimonies to bring multitudes into the Body
of Christ. We dedicate this book to our Lord with a prayer that
many be edified by this book and become believers in Christ. |
remain.

Your servant for Christ's sake,

Bro. DAVID CHIGURUPATI
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Bio Sketch, Life & Testimony of
Late Mrs. Devakrupavaram Ganta

"Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the
Lord. Joyful are those who abey his laws and search for him with
all their hearts. They do not compromise with evil, and they
walk only in his paths." - Psalm 119: 1-3

We the family of Mrs. Devakrupavaram Ganta, are extremely
grateful to all of you for taking time to support us through this difficult
period. Your presence today is highly valued and is a proof of the selfless
love that was showered on each of you by our dear Mum, sister, aunty,
fondly known as Putni to most of us. Though we are deeply grieved by
her sudden passing, we are extremely joyful to know that she is surely
rejoicing in the presence of her Maker. Therefore it's only right that we
celebrate her life and most importantly praise God
for the joy and love that she spread till her very
end.

Born in Samarlakota to Late Mr. John
Ganta & Late Mrs. Santoshamma Ganta, |
Devakrupavaram Ganta was the third
daughter within a family of nine siblings. She was
fondly called as “Putni" or "Putinodu" by her parents,
siblings and all her loved ones. As a child she was
very athletic, creative and full of energy. She was
a true beauty, in every way. Her perfection in saree draping and high hair
bun became her signature style. She was good at dancing, cooking,
gardening, sports and hospitality. Her drum playing, kanjari and impromptu
singing & dancing at any occasion, made her the life of every Ganta
gathering.

She completed her Elementary Studies in CBM School, Vuyyuru,
where her father served as a Head Master. She continued her High School
education in St. Francis School, Machlipatnam and thereafter moved to
Vijayawada to complete her SSC. After studying in Degree College in
Eluru for a year, she decided to shift her focus to what she did best. She
was highly interested in sports and took up the PT Course in YMCA
College of Physical Education, Madras. She served as a Physical Education
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Teacher in Anakapalli, Nizamabad as well as in Guntur. While serving as
a PT teacher, she made several attempts to complete her BA degree
which was left half done. However despite her many attempts, none
proved successful. It was during this period that her mother Ganta
Santoshammagaru prayerfully encouraged her and her brother Ganta
Sudhakara Rao counseled her. The power of her mother's fervent prayers,
led her to successfully pass out as a BA Graduate. This gave her the
added boost to go back to YMCA Madras and complete a BPed Course.

She was one of the most outstanding students in the course and
also received many laurels for the same. On 29" May 1975 in Eluru, she
graduated into the role of a devoted wife, as she & Mr. Nuthulapati Sundar
Rao became man and wife. Post marriage she moved to Hyderabad as
her husband Mr. Sundar Rao was working in Amruthavani. It was in
Hyderbad in 1975, that she kickstarted her glorious career of 36 years as
Professor in Physical Education at Kasturba Gandhi College, Marredpally,
Secunderabad. Her innovative teaching methods, encouraging spirit and
prayerful nature, won the hearts of both her colleagues and her students
alike. She was always admired for the group prayers that she conducted
with her students. She not only taught them but also led by example in
everything she did. Throughout her career, she was able to train many
students to qualify and participate in National Level Sports Championships.

Her excellent performance was appreciated and recognized by
the International Sports Christian Council, because of which she was
able to attend the Seoul Olympics In Korea. As a wife, she was a great
support to her husband. Mr. Sundar Rao, a very intelligent and
knowledgeable gentleman, had a very entrepreneurial side to himself. A
senior scientist by profession at NMDC, he experimented with various
business ventures which took him through a tough journey, until he
succeeded. But throughout this process, his biggest cheerleader and
supporter was always his wife, Mrs. Devakrupavaram. She was not so
risk taking but joyfully supported him every way she could especially in
prayer. She would dotingly call him as "Bujji" and showed her selfless
love and service towards him until her last breath.

She raised two beautiful Gems, Vani and Deepa who are a
testament of her godly upbringing. She encouraged both her daughters to
be excellent in every field, be it education, sports, church work or even
community service. The innumerable medals and trophyies in the showcase
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of the Safilguda house are a proof of a mother's fervent prayers and
backing. Both Mr. Sundar Rao & Mrs. Devakrupavaram were always
known for their generosity and large heartedness. This was displayed
when they welcomed Ravi as their son into their home with open arms.
Their home in Safilguda was always the central meeting point and vacation
home for many family gatherings. The beautiful front yard garden of this
house, adorned with blooming flowers throughout the year, reflected the
beautiful heart of the Queen of that mansion. To us family members, she
was the one stop shop for any kind of help. To her older siblings she was
a faithful pillar of strength.

She helped in every ministry that her siblings were associated with.
Be it using her voice to serve in her elder brother Late. Rev Ganta Peter
Singh Garu's Shalom Music Ministry or serve in the medical camps
conducted by her elder sister Late Dr. Vasanthamma Garu's medical
ministry, she was ready to do it all with a joyful heart. She extended her
support to the upbringing of her nieces and nephews and also made sure
that her creative hand was present in the planning and organizing of every
family event. To her younger siblings she was a best friend, a confidante
and a protector. Her caring and giving nature made her one of the most
loved aunts to all her nieces and nephews in the family. As a grandmother
she was the example of Selfless Service. She poured herself completely
into serving and raising her grandkids. Mrs.Krupa's motherly love was
never restricted only to her family, but it overflowed even to her extended
families. Her love for her in-laws was evident in the way she cooked
delicious meals and through her cheerfulness made every family gathering
a celebration. Her neighbourhood was always showered with her warm
hugs and kisses. She had the ability to make everyone feel like family.
While attending the Grace Baptist church in Secunderabad she was able
to touch the lives of many through her cheer, her singing, her prayer
support and mainly through her servant leadership. Her hunger to get
deeper into God's Word led her to faithfully attend the M.Th Classes
conducted by Rev.Dr. M Joshi Leelan Reddy garu and on 14th March
2020 she graduated with her M.Th Degree, (OT) and (NT), from the
India Theological Seminary (ITS), Hyderabad. Mrs. Devakrupavaram
Ganta , was a true example of Christian humility, longsuffering & meekness.
She had the strongest heart but also the softest nature.

She showed us what it was like to live a life worthy of the calling
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and how to truly smile at any storm when you have Christ in your life. A
characteristic trait that is worth emulating, is her cordial and respectful
approach to others. Her soft, sensitive, kind-hearted nature, along with a
pleasing and conciliatory demeanor enabled her to garner a large circle of
friends & admirers. She never harbored ill-will against anyone and treated
every one like family, for example, she addresses her students and younger
colleagues as "ammulu" or "bangaaram" just as she would her own
relatives. She never indulged in frivolous talk or slander, she took great
care to speak plainly, cleanly, had a unique ability to suppress negative
feelings while taking an opportunity to encourage others with positive
feedback. This is something that most people could adopt as an effective
technique to influence others. She lived her life in full bloom no matter
what she came across and left the fragrance of her love in the lives of
everyone she met. Today as she enjoys in the presence of her father in
Heaven, we are very sure that God is proud of this beautiful flower
"Devakrupavaram" that has now adorned his eternal presence.

B
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